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Dear sir/madam, 
I wish to submit an original research article entitled ‘From Crafts to Agency: The legacy and challenging of colonial discourses regarding the Ainu in Japanese National Museums between 1977 and 2017’ for consideration by Museum & Society. 
I confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere.

In this paper, I report on the legacy of colonialism in Japanese museums, specifically the Tokyo National Museum and the National Ethnographic Museum in Osaka, between 1977 and 2017. This is significant because the Ainu, indigenous people in northern Japan, continue to struggle with the tropes of discourse of colonialism and, among others, in how they are represented. As articles published in your journal have proven, this is an issue within museums that requires greater attention and scrutiny. Examples of such articles, that have also been of great importance for this manuscript, are the case study of Cham in Vietnamese museums by Nakamura and Sutherland (2019) and the description of a Latin-American exhibition by Sunnucks (2021). This analysis has not been applied to these two museums and could provide missing insights that strengthen dialogues on more adequate representation. As this is of interest to Museum & Society, and as my manuscript interacts with research on the broad spectrum of the social sciences, I believe this manuscript is appropriate for publication in your journal.
I have no conflicts of interest to disclose. 
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to me at edwinpietersma1993@gmail.com. 
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 
Sincerely,
Edwin Pietersma
